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Confidential
Minute of Meeting
the 4™ meeting between Myanmar Police Force (MPF) and Royal Thai Police (RTP)

On Cross-border Human Trafficking
25" January 2017

at Chartrium Hotel, Yangon, Myanmar.

Introduction

1.

In accord with the MoU between Myanmar and Thailand for anti-trafficking in person
joint activities entered on 24™ April 2009, the first meeting was held between MPF of
Myanmar and RTP of Thailand from 2™ to 3" June 2015 at Pattaya, Thailand. In the
meeting the decision was reached to hold a meeting every six months with the two
countries alternatively acting as the host.

It has been approved by a telegram dated 5.1.2017 sent at 1705 hours with the
reference number 2 0o/4 to hold the fourth meeting between Myanmar Police Force
(MPF) and Royal Thai Police (RTP) on Anti-Traffficking in Persons on 25" January 2017
respectively.

Objective

3.

To improve and enhance cooperation in relation to anti-trafficking in persons between
Myanmar Police Force and Royal Thai Poilce.

The meeting attendees

4.

The meeting was attended by the thirteen delegates headed by Police Brigadier General
Myint Htoo, Commander of Anti-Human Trafficking Task Force, Myanmar Police Force,
the sixteen delegates headed by Police General Tamasek Wichara from Royal Thai
Police, and the nine delegates from AAPTIP, the number of meeting attendees totalling
38.

25.1.2017

Myanmar-Thailand (MPF-RTP) Meeting

5.

The meeting was opened at 0900 hours on 25.1.2017 with the leaders of the two
delegations respectively made opening remarks. Afterwards, the delegates made
reciprocal introductions; the meeting agenda was approved and the documentary
photos were taken.

In his opening remark, Brig. Gen. Myint Htoo, Commander of Anti-Human Trafficking
Task Force, expressed that the meetings between MPF and RTP had been held with the
two countries alternatively acting as the host and it was a pleasure of Myanmar
delegation to hold the fourth meeting as the host; the Thai delegation was warmly
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welcomed; he had just recently taken over the responsibilities of Commander of Anti-
Human Traffikcing Task Force; even though the period of the relation between Myanmar
Police Force and Royal Thai Police, with a view to fostering a sustainable relationship,
improving future cooperation and reducing crimes of human trafficking, Myanmar
delegation wished to conduct such reciprocal activities as information sharing,
investigations, witness interviews and responses to requestes for assistances; and since
human trafficking was deemed as an evil conduct involving explotation of one person by
another, negligence of human rights and inhumanities, it must be combatted as a
priority not only by the international but also the global community in concert. He also
urged that all the meeting attendants openly discussed areas of bilateral cooperation,
joint investigations, extradition of offenders and ways to overcome difficulties which
may be faced.

. Making the opening remark, Pol. Gen. Tamasak Wicharaya of Royal Thai Police said the
Thai delegation would like to reaffirm that Thailand had placed a special emphasis on
implementing anti-human trafficking activities; Mr. Prowut, Thailand’s Deputy Prime
Minister, is in charge of the anti-human trafficking endeavor and effectively supervising
them; Deputy Commanders of Police Region 5, 6 and 7 were asked to attend this
meeting for the purpose of cooperation; this meeting itself was the symbol of the
cooperation; it was found that the cooperation had taken place between the two
countries in a timely manner; there were occasions on which Myanmar embassy in
Thailand had cooperated; Thai embassy in Yangon had also cooperated with Myanmar;
the Thai Police Attache had also provided assistances to Myanmar; investigations were
carried out in a real-time manner; the cooperation took place in arrests of absconding
offenders; Myanmar also assisted in arresting offenders who were to be arrested for
human trafficking offenses; in addition, Myanmar counterpart had provided assistance
in arrests concerned with other crime types; especially Myanmar had cooperated in
dealing with transnational crimes, and Thailand would like to express respect and
congratulations for these cooperations; it was his honour to attend this meeting as the
head of Thai delegates; reciprocal assistances are going on in dealing with human
trafficking crimes; concerning migrant work, Thailand is like the destination country;
Myanmar workers staying in Thailand are being specially cared for; sometimes migrant
workers fall prey as human trafficking victims; it is found that Anti-Trafficking In Persons
Laws of Thailand and Myanmar are similar; activities concerning prosecution and
charging need to be effective; assests of offenders which are relevant to offenses need
to be seized; RTP stands ready for cooperation; it was a very important meeting for
crimes taking place in the region; they would take necessary measures based on
requests by Myanmar and would also make requests to Myanmar if need be; and if
exact information can be given, good implementation can be performed.

. Starting the meeting, the Myanmar delegation said that since information had it that the
Myanmar citizen, Yay Khae alias Khun Kyawt Shinn and the Thai citizen Mr. Penthip

CONFIDENTIAL



CONFIDENTIAL
3

Niphon, staying at room 307 of Hotel 63 at Botahtaung Township, had been recruiting
people for fishing baots woned by Chai Nawi, the owner of a fishing business and
sending the recruits to Thailand with visit visas, the aforementioned hotel room was
raided at 0930 hours on 29.10.2015 resulting in the arrest of Yay Khae alias Khun Kyawt
Shinn; Mr. Panthip Niphon left for Thailand at 0830 hours of the same day by Air Asia
flight; a case had been filed about this incidence under Section 26 of the Overseas
Employment Law with case registration number (Pa) 188/2015; the arrest warrant which
had been translated by a Myanmar notary public for the absconding offender Mr. Pathip
Niphon (Passport No. AA-4733604) was send by NCB Nay Pyi Taw to NCB Bangkok; and
since no progress had been informed about this case to the Myanmar counterpart,
information update would like to be requested. The Thai counterpart said that they
would respond soon.

9. The Myanmar delegation went on to bring the Thai counterpart update about the
information of the main offender Koo Milk @ Phi Milk @ Natta Pang Sangthong who was
transporting 208 Bangali people to Malaysia by boat and was arrested on 21.5.2015.
Cases was filed against him with case registration numbers Ahlae Than Kyaw Police
Station (Pa) 11/2015/ section 24/25/28(a) (b) (c)/32 of the Anti-Trafficking In Persons
Law, Sittway MaMaSa (Pa) 170/2015, section 19 (f) of the Firearms Law, Ahlae Than
Kyaw Police Station (Pa) 15/2015, section 43/45/46 of the Inland Waterway Law, and
Ahlae Than KKyaw Police Station (Pa)14/2015, section 8 of the Export and Import Law.
He had been sentenced to 20 years’ imprisonment under the Anti-Trafficking In Person
Law, 3 years’ imprisonment under the Firearms Law, and 4 years’ imprisonment under
the Inland Waterway Law, the years of imprisonment totaling 27. Besides, an
investigation is underway over him with case registration number Mingalardon Police
Station (Pa) 191/2015, section 13(1)/ 13(5) of the Immigration Law. An investigation is
also under way over the motor bike accessories shop owned by his wife under the
Money Laundry Law. The Thai delegated responded that it was known that Koo Milk had
been shifted from the Sittway prison to the Insein prison and is facing a case under the
Immegration Law there; since an investigation was also underway in Thailand and he
was an important offender in the case, the Thai delegation would like to request a
interview between the Thai police officers and him; they would also like to know what
formal documents would be needed for requesting the interview; they would also like to
know how he had been involved on the cases opened in Thailand; and they would also
like to know the required procedures to go through for the ingterview. The Myannmar
delegation answered that the Thai Embassy needed to contact the Consular Affairs
Department of Ministry of Foreign Affairs in respect of the request for the interview.

10.The Myanmar delegation further discussed that on 23.1.2016 one lady; Ma Ah Mhwar
living in Myawaddy gave the Myawaddy ATTF unit information that her nephew Min Nge
Oo had been trafficked onto a fishing boatand that boat would come to port; the
Myanmar delegation shared this information with the Thai counterpart during the Bagan
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meeting and made a request for their assistance; three victims inclusive of the Min Nge
Oo were rescued on 28.1.2016 by the Thai police; in the same connection, 29 Myanmar
citizens who were confined and concealed in warehouses at the Phukhet Port were
rescued; out of the 32 rescued people, Maung Aung Kyaw aged 21 and Maung San Htay
aged 24 who were not involved in the case were let go and the other 30 victims inclusive
of Min Nge Oo were sent from Phukhet to the Ranong National Shelter on 5.2.2016;
among the victims, Maung Aye Bee run away from the shelter on 6.2.2016 and Maung
Wai Yan Oo died of a kidney discease on 25.6.2016; the information of the victim’s
expiry had been shared between social welfare department staff of the two countries,
but, not between the two police forces; a cased had been filed and an investigation
made over this incidence by the Phukhet Police Station in Thailand; Myanmar trafficking
brokers Daw San Nyunt and Soe Moe @ Wa Toat had been arrested; the asconding
offender Soe Win Aung @ Ko Pae (hunsband of Daw San Nyunt) was murdered and his
body was discarded at the edge of a jungle near Khikhet village, Thakwarpar Town,
Phangna District; the body was picked up by the Khaunglatt Police Station; Soe Moe @
Wa Toat and Daw San Nyunt got 6 years’ imprisonment each; however, it was know that
their sentences had been communted to 3 years because of the decease of the Thai
King; since the information was received that Min Nge Oo and Nyi Min Lwin had arrived
back after testifying in Thailand, they were interviewed and it was found that they had
been sent back into Myanmar through an illegal route; a case had been opened with
registration number Kawthaung Police Staion (Pa) 1160/2016, section 26 of the Anti-
Trafficking In Persons Law against Soe Moe @ Wa Toat and Soe Win Aung @ Ko Pae
(deceased) for they had trafficked Myo Aung @ Ka Yin Gyi, Nyi Nyi Oo @ Su Kann and
Than Tun into Thailand; it would like to be known what measures had been taken in
respect of the mmurdered offender Soe Win Aung @ Ko Pae; a request would also like
to be made that Soe Moe @ Wa Toat and Daw San Nyunt be repartriated to Myanmar
after they have served their prison terms; special protection and systematic extradition
are required in with regard to the offenders repartriation; and since (the previous)
victim repartriation had not been informed, it is wished that future repartriations are
informed (to the Myanmar counterpart).

11.RTP answered in return that a total of 29 victims were rescued; 12 offenders of the case
were arrested and prosecuted with each of them having been sentenced to 6 years’
imprisonment; all the information relating the 12 offenders would be passed through
the Police Attache; the 29 victims had been repartriated via Phukhet; all the
investigations completed now; the murdered person was an offender and an
investigation was under way by Police Region 8; an investigation was under way to pin
down the murderer; the deceased person was confirmed to be the wanted offender; the
telephone of the deceased had been obtained, but, the cause of death was not yet
known; and since the wife of the deceased was not cooperating, the case remained in a
wait and see situation.
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14.

15.

16.

17.
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Neale from AAPTIP discussed that it was about an organized criminal group, therefore,
AAPTIP would fully cooperate; and he opined that it would be better if a face-to-face
meeting took place in one of the countries.

As the Thai Police Attache discussed that it would be better if Video Conferencing could
be used for important matters, Novotel Hotel is able to provide the Video Conferencing
service to contact Thailand and activities could speed up by direct communication, Pol.
Maj Min Khaing returned that the respective field units at the border areas should meet
in person and exchange information, the Thai delegation should go down to meet the
field operatives and in case of important matters, the Video Conferecning should be
used. The Thai delegation expressed their agreement to the face-to-face meeting and
said there needs to designate a Focal Person.

Discussing further, the Myanmar delegation said that Nataree Massage Entertainment
(Massage Parlour) situated in Rogedarphsit territory, Hwaikhann Town, Bangkok,
Thailand was searched on 7.6.2016 by Thai authorities, resulting in arrests of (121)
prostitutes; among them, 53 Myanmar female citizens and 8 Myanmar underaged girls
were included; some of the arrested girls are underaged, however, they came to
Thailand after obtaining the passports by falsifying their ages; and during the third
meeting the Myanmar delegation offered to pass information relating to brokers who

are forging passports to the Thai counterpart and the latter responded that responsible
people from special ATTF units would come to the Thai-Myanmar border to cooperate,
however, no contact had yet been made by Thailand. Therefore, the Myanmar
delegation asked what further measures the Thai delegation would be taking in this
regard.

Making an answer in return, the Thai delegation said the 121 trafficked victims included
those without any passports and Thai girls, too; a response would be made in order to
expose passport forgers; (among the victims) 28 were under 18 years and had been sent
to the shelter; 22 people would be taken action under offenses relating to illegal
employment; and appropriate measures will be taken in accord with the prescribed
procedures for those who have complete sets of documents.

As the Myanmar delegation said its discussion was meant for information sharing in
order to take further actions against passport forgers who were removing and pasting
photos on passports at the border areas, RTP respinded that it was suspected that the
victims themselves forged the passports; there were incidences in which girls were sent
to brothels by their parents themselves; since children were also involved in the case,
consultations are ongoing with authorities concerned; some victims are adults by their
appearance, but, need to undergo medical examination; and no detailed information
had yet been received about the trafficking brokers.

The Myanmar delegation said that Pol. Maj Min Khaing could be contacted for matters
relating to passport forgeries and enquired about the victim compensation since it was
learnt that millions of Baht had been seized in the case. Myanmar delegation went on to
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say that it noted that the Thai counterpart would respond about passport forgeries and
asked when the information could be shared to the Myanmar delegation. The Thai

delegation answered that the cash were only temporarily frozen, but not yet
confisticated by the State; according to the Thai Law, Ministry of Public Security and
Development was caring for the victims and, as a special arrangement, they were being
financially supported with a daily allowance of Baht 200 each; Ministry of Labour was
dealing with matters relating to labour exploitation; with regard to the compensation,
the victims are going through the formal identification process based on the
international standards; the police work did not concern confiscation; the assets were
being temporarily frozen and, after the report by the police, departments concerned
would proceed to deal with this issue; after the delegation got back to Thailand, it would
prepare the full information about the case, and an order would be issue to send the
information to the Police Attache; and since it is difficult to spell Myanmar names in
English, they would also like the Myanmar counterpart to share ways to overcome this
difficulty. The Myanmar delegation responded that with regard to difficulty about
Myanmar name, in the past, voice files of victims asked from responsible social workers
and the voice was checked and (names were) confirmed by native speakers at the
borders, therefore, if voice files can be similarly sent to the Myanmar counterpart
through the Police Attache, they could help confirm (Myanmar names).

18.In further discussion, the Myanmar delegation said that around 2012, Maung Thet Ko Ko
(17/2016) together with his parents U Than Soe and Daw Aye Aye Naing worked at a
rubber plantation near Htut Sint village in the town of Chong Phaw which is owned by
Myint Zu, a Thai citizen; his parents went back to their native place in 2015 after taking
Baht 50,000 as advanced wages; they left Maung Thet Ko Ko behind to continue working
there with a wage of Baht 200 per day in order to pay up the advanced wages; four
months after they got back home, they (returned to the plantation to) pay up Baht
30,000 and, after next three months, when they paid up the balance Baht 20,000, U
Aung Khaing, the confidante of the owner, said to them that the boy would be returned
only if they paid Baht 50,000; it was learnt that U Aung Khaing handed Maung Thet Ko
Ko over to his nephew after taking Baht 20,000; the latest information had it that Maung
Thet Ko Ko was at a rubber plantation owned by a Thai citizen near the 99" Street,
Mannplat village in the town of Htut Sint, Chong Phon District; requests were made (by
the Myanmar delegation to the Thai counterpart) during the Bagan meeting held in
January 2016 and the Chai Mai meeting held in June 2016 to rescue Maung Thet Ko Ko
who had been exploited by means of debt-bondage; the facts and relevant information
were sent to the Thai Police Attache by email on 24.2.2016; and during the Chai Mai
meeting, the Thai delegation responded that Police Regions 5 and 8 had been assigned
responsibilities for this case. The Thai delegation answered in response that the Police
Attache would come to Nay Pyi Taw to take the information and deal with the case.
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19. In further discussion, the Myanmar delegation said that Ma Aye Aye Soe (aged 16) living
at Innlaymyaing Ward, Myeik Township got to Kabee, Thailand (when she was around

14); after that, she had to work a series of jobs at a Karaoke Bar, a restaurant, a palm oil
plantation, a chicken farm, a saw mill and a hotel, but, she was exploited of her wages;
with the aid of a Thailand-based Civil Society Organization she managed to get back to
Myanmar on 22.9.2016; since it is learnt that Ma Than Htay @ Than Than Htay who
continually exploited her had been arrested in the town of Suratt, Thailand, the
Myanmar delegation would like to request the Thai delegation for information sharing;
and the Thai counterpart was also requested to repatriate her to Myanmar since
Myanmar has opened a case against her with registration number Myeik MaMaSa (Pa)
1791/2016, section 24 of the Anti-Trafficking In Persons Law. The Thai delegation said in
response that the offender had been arrested and at the Suratt prison; the court would
return a verdict over her for detaining underaged individuals without consent of their
parents; and information would be given through the Police Attache after the verdict
was returned. As a supplement to the discussion, the Thai delegation said that the
Myanmar counterpart should communicate (with Thailand) through the Police Attache
with regard to crimes instead of waiting until the bi-lateral meeting.
20.Further, the Myanmar delegation said that in May 2016, Ka Thae @ Wai Phyoe and
Kwyot Ni deceived 10 people inclusive of Ah Lann living in Myawaddy town by saying
that they could get jobs, transferred three of them to one Ah Naing, and sent the
remaining seven to a fishing boat taking their wages (Baht 8,000 for each); all the ten
victims managed to escape by running away and made complaints leading to the arrest
of Ka Thae @ Wai Phyoe against whom a case had been opened with case registration
number <Myawaddy MaMaSa (Pa) 155/16>, section 24/25 of the Anti-Trafficking In
Persons Law; Kywot Ni @ Kywot Gyi was staying behind the big refuse dump at
Kwaygalote village, Maesot town; and information about him would be shared and it
was requested to help arrest him.
21. Afterwards, the Myanmar delegation said that it had presented to Ministry of Home
Affairs the draft of the TOR for improving the cooperation between Myanmar police
Force and Royal Thai Police, and would feedback to the Thai counterpart after it was
approved.
22.1In its further discussion, the Myanmar delegation expressed its thanks to the Thai Police
Attache for his immediate action in an incidence where the latter was asked for help
with regard to the information that a Myanmar citizen had been trafficked onto a fishing
boat, but, it later turned out that it was not a human trafficking case, but, only that the
complainant wished to return home. RTP of Thailand responded that the immediate
cooperation proved beneficial and they would extend continued assistance in future
even though cases might not be human trafficking.
23.In the following discussion, RTP said that concerning a case that took place in Police
Region 5, the offender was a dweller of Chai Rai in Thailand near Tachileik township;
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since he raped a girl aged 15, the victim’s mother made a complaint at the police
station; it was learnt that the offender had been in police custody because of drugs
dealing and documents forgeries; two offenders including him were prosecuted for
human trafficking in Thailand; and once the arrest warrant became available for the
absconding offender, it would be sent through the Police Attache. The Myanmar
delegation responded that the offender had been arrested because the information had
been received about him and it was not found that he had committed human trafficking,
but was involved in a drug case in Myanmar.

RTP said that the arrest warrant for Ah Chai was ready and when the Thai end had
completed all necessary formalities, it would request the Myanmar end to cooperate;
(with regard to this case) work needs to be done in connection with Police Region 5 and
the Police Attache would render necessary assistances.

In responde, the Myanmar delegation said that Pol. Maj Yin Yin Aye can be contacted for
this case and it would like to know the contact person on the Thai end. The Thai
counterpart responded that their contact person is Pol. Col. Acon (+66 818952945). They
further said that they are ready to cooperate on both big and small cases and suggested
the communication be made through the Police Attache. It also said during her visit the
State Counsellor of Myanmar had discussion with the Thai Prime Minister and (the
Prime Minister) offered the conduct of joint inspections for improvement of police work,
training programmes and scholarship programmes for police cadets; and they would like
the MMyanmar counterpart to contact the Police Attache for any matter.
Further, RTP of Thailand said that a case had been opened against Dr. Sophar @ Naing
Aung Min with case registration number Phetburi Police Station (Pa) 4377/2556 (in
Aungust 2012) for he had killed 5 Myanmar manual labourers of his planation by hitting
them with a stick and a sword and burned their bodies; he absconded and the Thai court
returned a verdict sentencing him to life imprisonment; it is learnt that he was arrested
on 19.12.2016 in Mawlamyaing under the Immegration Act; and since the offender is a
wanted offender of Thailand, they would request te Myanmar counterpart to extradite
him to Thailand. The Myanmar counterpart responded that they would bring this matter
up to their superiors and take necessary measures.
Next discussionwas about fixing a place and a time for the coming Fifth Meeting. It was
agreed that the next meeting would be held in June 2017 in Phukhet in Thailand which
will be the host. Afterwards, repective heads of the delegations made closing remarks
and the meeting was concluded.

Decisions

The following decisions were reached during the fourth meeting between Myanmar
Police Force and Royal Thai Police.

(a) preparatory meetings will be held prior to the main meetings in future;
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(b) the Thai delegation will collect and send the information relating to the Phukhet

case to the Myanmar counterpart within two weeks via the Thai police attache;

(c) as for the video conferencing issue, discussions will be held between Myanmar and
Thai investigation officers based at the (Thai-Myanmar) border; points raised during
each discussion are to be reported to the respective head offices within a week with
a copy to the Thai police attaché based in Myanmar; if required, meetings are to be
held by means of video conferencing;

(d) the facts relating the Natali case are to be sent to the Myanmar delegation by the
Thai police attaché;

(e) in the event that it is difficult to confirm names of victims and migrant workers in
Thailand, their voice recording files are to be sent via the online channel to Pol. Lt.
Col Thet Naung who will have to send the confirmation as soon as possible;

(f) the Myanmar delegation will bring up to the higher level the RTP’s proposal that a
Myanmar police attaché be appointed at the Myanmar Embassy in Bangkok;

(g) the Thai counterpart will appoint as liaison officers Pol. Col Settiyan and Pol. Col
Sunchai in Maesot and Pol. Col Acon in Maesai;

(h) a date and time will be indicated in the request letter in relation to the meeting
with an inmate at the prison which will be sent to Ministry of Foreign Affairs with
a copy to Ministry of Home Affairs;

(i) the Myanmar delegation will bring up to Ministry of Home Affairs the matter
relating to extradition of Dr. Sopha alias Naing Min Aung to Thailand;

(j) because it is suspected that the sixteen-year-old girl under the care of Thailand is
holding (Myanmar) Passport of her older sister, the relevant facts are to be sent to
Myanmar for scrutiny and verification; the Myanmar counterpart is to do the
needful;

(k) the Thai police attaché will visit Nay Pyi Taw to discuss the pending cases;

(1) the case in which 54 people died (of suffocation) will be dropped from the future
agenda because it is closed;

(m) the reciprocal update on the progress of reviewing of the Final Draft is to be
made between the two delegations;

(n) the Fifth Meeting will be held in June 2017 in Phukhet, Thailand.

Review

29.The Fourth Meeting between Myanmar Police Force and Royal Thai Police on
Combating Human Trafficking was successfully held with Myanmar being the host.
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During the meetings, the cordial and open discussions took place between the two
countries about future activities to be carried out by the two countries, information
exchange, requests for assistances in arresting offenders, requests for rescues of
trafficked victims and the format to be used in future for exchanging intelligence.

Moreover, since matters relating to assistances that Myanmar would provide in
relation to building of a database for workers who were sought (by Thai business
owners) under the MoU for the purpose of protecting Myanmar migrant workers;
the usage of the video-conference system in discussing important cases with Royal
Thai Police; and pending approval of the ToR about anti-human trafficking which is to
be signed between Myanmar Police Force and Royal Thai Police were dicusssed with
a greater momemtum between the heads of the police forces of the two countries,
this meeting was a very beneficial one for both the countries in relation to the
collective anti-human trafficking activities.

The Myanmar Delegation
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